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Belper Open Meet 25th October 2009
Winter was clearly beginning to impose itself as curtains were drawn back. 

Only the extra hour in bed and the memory of a sparkling X-Factor the previous evening, served to warm our hearts as the new and improved  Etwall Eagle squad emerged from the gloom, to begin the siege against the unsuspecting and over-confident teams, who for too long had been used to Etwall Eagles being easy prey.

 Months of planning and fine-tuning had gone into the assault, and each of the Eagles knew this as they sat silently in the backs of cars, knowing that their time had come to stand up and face the might of the bullies from City of Derby, Ilkeston, Long Eaton, Belper, Ripley, Ashbourne et al.
Memories of the mauling just 12 months ago still haunted their dreams. Just 18 points accumulated. 18th of the 22 teams entered. The numbers hurt almost as much as the experience itself. 
DS’s  and I-pods for once left at home, they travelled in silence, focused, determined to wreak havoc on any swimmer brave enough to share the blocks with an Etwall Eagle.

The big guns, The Birds, Jarvis, Reilly, Laight, Dowell, Smedley, Malin, Ives, Berwick, Freeman, Airey, Williams, Miggleton,  took their positions in the stands, watched nervously by the eager newcomers. Any signs of weakness from any of these top guys and the belief would have drained away from the starry-eyed youngsters.

But no one flinched.

Reilly immediately into her stride with a big PB in the 200m freestyle marathon. 2nd and 5 quick points. The other 17 teams knew that this Etwall team were different.  Immediately Laight took up the baton and sprinted away from her field in the 100 breast (PB). 6 more points. Towns the size of Matlock and Newark cowered in the corners. Then Alex Bird (huge PB 100 breast) and Emma Reilly again, backed up by huge PB’s from Hannah Berwick, Jaide Roe, Beccy Nelis, Callum Freeman, Natalie Malin and other big swims from the delightfully chatty Macey Jarvis, the lovely Harry Bird (happy birthday Haz) in the 50 free, kept the momentum going, before Rosie Jarvis (1st) and Adam Smedley (2nd, in one of his magical “special” swims) swiftly took the Eagles clear of Ashbourne and Derby Phoenix.
No time now to look back at the stragglers as the seniors came to the party again, Bird (1st), Phoebe Hinds, Stephanie Fearn and Billie Airey all recording PB’s to bring home another 10 quick points.

Butterfly(oh no! never a favourite for the Eagles) came and went without too much damage done. PB’s from Reilly, Nelis (cruelly 7th), Berwick(3rd), Roe, Smedley (4th), Freeman(5th) and Harry Bird (3rd),  Malin (3rd) and the happiest smiliest girl in the whole world, Lucy Wolfenden, showed that improvement is being made and gave some respite to several teams, thus far gasping for breath in the slipstream of the rampant Eagles. 
The morning session finished with the seniors 50 free. Immediately another new Eagle burst onto the scene. The fragile but brilliant Hannah Dowell producing maybe the time of the day, storming home in just 33.07 taking over a second off her recent PB. Worryingly the lack of numbers in our older swimmers started to tell at this point, with just the perfect racing machine that is Alex Bird, able to bring further points to the team. 

Lunchtime was upon us and the Primark “tat store” was besieged by the majority of young female Eagles, no doubt armed with the parental financial rewards from their morning PB’s.
The coaches, although delighted with the Eagles’ improvement, knew that the team needed a boost to make up the ground that was lost towards the end of the session.


The cavalry were called in. 

The names of Bull, Robotham, Press, Allin, Beckett, Maisie Airey, Miggletron, and Adams  were called to the front line.

Could these brave children  perform on the big stage?  The noise, the crowds, the responsibility, the judges,  the electronic timing system were there to test them. But nothing phased them.

Cara Adams immediately reaches the level required. Only just turned 11, she posts a big Ind Medley PB to bring 5 big points to the team. Jarvis is just too good and receives a speeding ticket. Reilly PB, Williams PB, Bower huge PB, Berwick PB, Roe PB. The team are back flying again. 

At this point, coaches of Long Eaton, City of Derby and Belper are seen entering the officials room en masse. “What has happened to Etwall Eagles” they allegedly cry, “We need to get them drug-tested”. “A swimming team from the tiny village of Etwall should not be performing like this” or words to that effect.  The senior gala official calmly demands they stop their silly protests and return to their teams, stating that the children from the Etwall team are, fitter, better looking, kinder to old people and have better parents than their teams. The coaches cannot disagree with these facts and slope off suitably chastised.

All of that bit may not be entirely accurate.

The writer of this piece (unused to having so much detail to deal with) is now starting to flag, so the report zooms quickly through the rest of the afternoon. 

Alex Bird powers to 3 straight victories and wins top senior boy by a mile.

Chloe Beckett belies her nervousness  to power under the 50 second mark for the 50 back.

Natalie Malin nearly breaks into a smile as she wins the 50 back, followed closely by Cara Adams and Hannah Berwick who all bring home vital points.
Lewis Bull steps up and also ducks under 50 seconds as points prove hard to come by in the boys  50 back.

The 100m fly proves as unpopular as ever  to the team but our 2 representatives, Alex Bird, and the “real trooper”  that is Phoebe Hinds, bring home a brilliant 10 points. 
The girls breastroke proves popular but competitive and points are elusive despite big PB’s from Macey Jarvis,  Maisie Airey , Abbie Allin, Heather Malin and the gangly Megan Miggletum. Finally, the ever impressive Cara Adams and Hannah Berwick bring in valuable points and further trophies to the team.
The boys breastroke is again competitive  but big points are gathered by Smedley (although appearing to believe it was a 1500m race),  the smiling Harry Bird along with Callum (manyana) Freeman and Tom (no-glide ) Robotham who raced  each other to medals and PB’s. Cruelly the “creative” Coby Press is harshly penalised for inventing the breastroke tumble turn. Boy, these judges are good to notice such tiny technical errors!
The highlight of the final event, the 100m free, was heat 3 of the womens. Noticing that Etwall had lined up the awesome force of Airey, Dowell and Ives in the centre lanes, the other coaches wisely removed their swimmers for fear of damaging the futures of their charges. Billie Airey got the touch with a cracking PB, just ahead of Hannah (an even huger PB, despite her leg problems) to bring some much needed cheer to her patient father. 
Hinds found this a race too far after her heroic 100 fly, but still brought in good points, before Alex Bird simply annihilated his opponents once more to bring the meeting to a close.


As the troops proudly travelled home through the streets of Derby secure in the knowledge that they could have done no more, the results came through.

4th out of 18 teams. 169 points gathered along with 50 trophies and countless P.B’s

Etwall Eagles were back in business. 

City of Derby swimming club – we’re coming to get you!

As we approach Xmas it is a little too late to target another suitable event but it is my intention to focus on 6 similar events next year ,which I believe will be of greatest benefit to the children,  starting with the Melton Mowbray Graded Invitation event on the 20th February 2010. This is a slightly lower standard than Sundays and may not be ideal for the very best swimmers, but is certainly a smashing friendly event which the club has done well at over many years. 
There is also the Long Eaton open Meet once again at Queens Street around 1st Feb which a number of the quicker swimmers should attend. Following these, the County Championships take up much of March, then numerous events are available to choose from through to the summer holidays.
Should you have attended any events which you think we should target then please let me know.

Hope everyone enjoyed the day
Craig

All the results can be found on the Belper Swimming club “open meet” web  page.

