ICKLE PEOPLE 2010

Wolverhampton Central Baths

13th June 

The world had changed since the Eagles last major attack back in 2009.

No longer could we arrive at the battlepool without our coming sending shockwaves through the MSN grapevine.

Other teams knew who we were and either sent their strongest troops or stayed at home, where there parents could keep them safe!

We arrived poolside, silence descended.

We took the best seats in the house, raised our battle flags (ok, some new banners stuck on windows) and focused on our task.

The team was dripping in quality.

The Birds, The Jarvis’s, the Aireys, the Malins, the Robothams, Reilly, Jessica Steeples, Smedley, Freeman, Berwick, Hinds, Adams, Cooper, Willetts, Press. 

All trained to within an inch of their lives with this day in mind.
Race 1 – 200 Free Male
Robotham records PB. Alex Bird, seemingly chiselled from stone (like his dad) leaves his rivals crying into their pasta with his first victory and PB of the day. Many of his rivals are seen begging their parents to leave the gala at this point.
Race 2 – 200 IM

We take it easy, only sending out Miss Reilly to valiantly bring home 6 more points.

Race 3 – 50m Back

Another victory for Alex Bird along with a PB and 2nd for Callum Freeman, whilst Harry Bird returns to form with a new PB.
Race 4 – 50m Fly Girls
Why anyone would want to swim Fly is beyond me, but bravely, Macey Jarvis not only tries but succeeds in recording a 10 Second PB, before Reilly, Hannah Berwick, Natalie Malin and Phoebe Hinds all gain points.
Race 5 – 100m Fly Boys
Just the “Birdinator” in this one, once again destroying all-comers, for victory No3.

Race 6 – 100m Back Girls
Loads of points picked up by the girls this time, Emma Reilly cruising to a win , whilst Billie, Cara, Phoebe, Katie and Natalie all post new PB’s and points whilst Rosie Picks up her first medal.

Race 7 – 100m Breastroke Boys

Smedley gets going and puts in a good PB to bring home his first medal. Harry Bird again shows he is on his way back along with Callum bringing home 2 medals before Alex does what he does once again with Victory No 4.

Race 8 – 50m Breastroke Girls

The time arrives for Miss Laight. Training like a crazy woman these past 6 weeks, can she finally break the 40 second barrier. An average start, as usual,  she accelerates to turn in 17.51 before powering away to win by a street in an astonishing new club record of 37.89. Mother, gleaming with pride, proceeds to text the world for the following hour and a half. Maisie Airey, an ex-club member, forced to the event by her evil father, cruelly misses out on a medal by less than a tenth of a second. She is not pleased. Cara elegantly glides to a new PB whilst Heather Malin smiles throughout her event to break 60 seconds easily for the first time.

Event 9 - 50 Free Boys

5 Efforts here but surprisingly no PB’s as Freeman, Birds, Smedley and Robotham all focus on their lunch.

Event 10 – 100 Free Girls

Good efforts all round from the girls with Miss Reilly winning again, Natalie Malin and Katie Robotham posting PB’s, but the star performance was from Jess once more, as she destroyed her PB by 6 seconds to continue her improvement. Pity poor Caroline who hadn’t even finished her texting session from the breastroke yet. 
Lunch was taken

Foot stamping witnessed by most parents as failure to locate McDonalds dawned on our athletes.

Instead, the team retired to the park to picnic, chat and Frisbee, like nice people do.
At lunch the Eagles lay in 4th position. The team manager for the day, not satisfied with this, calls for reinforcements. 

The awesome forces of Press, Willetts and Cooper stride into the auditorium.   

Event 11 – 200IM Boys

Good efforts from the Boys as more PB’s set as Alex Bird clocks up win No 6.

Harry Bird impresses again and storms through the breastroke and freestyle legs to win his heat from Lane 1 to great cheering from the Eagle supporters.
Event 12 – 200 Free 

Just Reilly once again as the older girls can’t quite understand the attraction of the 200. Emma though brings home 6 points and another medal.

Event 13 – 50 Fly Boys

Fly is as attractive as the 200 to Etwall, as just Alex posts a PB and win No 7.
Event 14 – 50 Back Girls

This is more like it. 12 entries and zillions of points. Cara breaks 40 seconds at last, Phoebe posts great new PB as does Miss Reilly, Miss Robotham, Miss M Jarvis, Miss M Airey, whilst the powerful and talented Bethany Willetts, ignoring the subtleties of diving and turning, announces her arrival at the gala by storming home in 44.72 seconds, missing out on gold by less than a small smidgeon.

Event 15 – 100 Back Boys

Mr Coby Press astonishes the crowd with a huge new PB. Coby, if you are reading this. Your dad told me each PB would be rewarded with a £20 note. Trust he didn’t let you down! Sorry Steve.
Alex wins again!

Event 16 – 100 Fly girls

Only the brave Hinds and Reilly are “man enough” to enter. Reilly “endures” her way to gold whilst Hinds delicately picks up a silver and a PB. Well done girls.

Event 17 – 50 Breastroke Boys

Not a PB in site as the boys finally start to tire. But Alex wins again, whilst Callum and Adam pick up more medals.

Event 18 – 100 Breastroke Girls.

Jasmine Cooper, only recently having discovered the secrets of Breastroke, gains a clear victory whilst Maisie Airey re-considers her retirement from the sport after picking up some well deserved silverware in third. Cara rocks on the blocks and has silver stolen away by the nasty judges, before Jessica Steeples returns to action. Can the improvement continue? Just a bit it can. 4 second PB, another club record and victory by half the pool. Her mothers fingers and thumbs suffer again as another long session on the keypad ensues. 

Event 19 – 100 Freestyle Boys

Alex Bird stands on the blocks with complete domination in his sights.

1 minute and 5.98 seconds after the gun, to a huge cheer from the roaring crowd, he gains his 10th straight victory and picks up £30 as Top Boy. Well Done Alex. 

Event 20 – 50 Freestyle Girls

We need points and the girls respond.

Needing serious points to bring the team into a possible third all produce big swims. The penultimate heat sees the rampaging “Laight” making an assault on the long held “Airey Freestyle” superiority. Lined up in lanes 1 and 2 it is an almighty battle before Billie just touches first just 0.1 secs ahead of Jess who notches up another big PB.  

The final scores are announced and amazingly Etwall Eagles, the worlds smallest competitive swimming club, place 3rd in the entire event just behind the cities of Stoke and Walsall.

It was a super day, well supported by the children and their parents. Thanks go to all plus Rob and Nev for helping with the coaching.

Stars of the event had to be Alex and Jess who are great examples of what can be achieved by training as hard as they do.
See you next time!

