Etwall’s village team took on the worlds finest at the XIII FINA World Masters Championships in Gothenburg, Sweden.
8 eagles along with 7 supporters made the trip for the 8 day long competition which saw record number of competitors from all around the globe taking part.

In true Etwall style just getting to Sweden was an event in itself as between the squad six different countries were travelled through over 3 days, although the Captain nearly didn’t make it out the village!

The squad was made up of Captain Briggs, Vice Captain Mr G Vickers, Ruth, Rowena, Helen, Carl, Manager Mr C D Smith, and Chris. As he pointed out on more than one occasion Garry was the only squad member with previous world experience having swam in 1996 (although am not sure it helped him much)!
The famous Etwall flag once again travelled and hung proudly from various attachments (including a shed roof) marking off its 5th country.

Once again it was the Etwall ladies who led the way with two top ten placings although the men did get the bragging rights in the relay with an excellent and unexpected 15th place finish in the Freestyle event.

Day 1 was uneventful as no one swam! Indeed several members were still arriving.  Day 2 the whole squad was involved, pick of the performances Ruth’s 200 Backstroke 17th, Janet 100 Freestyle 43rd, Row 100 Free 37th, Helen 100 Breaststroke 12th. For the men Carl led the way with a 21st place finish in the 100 Freestyle, Clive recorded a decent time in both 100s, Garry 100 Free 50th, and Chris 100 Breaststroke 29th.
Day 3 saw the Captain record a 40th place finish in the 200 Freestyle whilst Carl had a late evening appointment with 50m Butterfly in the outdoor pool finishing 31st.
Sprints on Day 4 provided Etwall with its highest pool placing when Helen took an excellent 7th place finish in the 50m Breaststroke, which was considerable better than the men’s effort in the same event (Chris 27th & Garry 31st). In the 50 Freestyle Row finished 57th, Janet 38th and Carl a highly respectable 14th.

Day 5 was relay day and the now traditional managers briefing took place with 6 out of the 7 Etwall teams recording faster times than predicted. In the end the squad had 3 top 20 placings and a string of new club records. Many thanks to Clive for sorting through all the paper work associated with the relays.
Day 6 had Ruth & Rowena swimming the 100 Backstroke with Ruth recording an excellent 14th place finish and Row claiming a top 30 spot.
The 7th and concluding pool day saw Ruth go one better and claim 13th place whilst Clive endured a slightly painful 400m Freestyle, due in part to a cricket match on the beach the day before – an unusual excuse!
The 8th and final day of Championships was the 3k Open Water at the stunning Lake Delsjön. Our elite and now experienced open water crew of Ruth, Janet, Clive and Helen once again swam brilliantly - although we only witnessed the first 50metres and the final 20metres, what went off for the remaining 2930 metres we’ll never know!!

Ruth’s stunning 8th place finish was the pick of the performances, highlighted by the fact her time would have placed highly in younger categories. Helen 23rd, Janet 38th, and Clive 62nd completed an excellent set of results for the villagers.

A great experience. Training now starts for the 2012 event in Italy (well maybe in a week or three…..)

Next stop Halton!

