Derbyshire County Sprint Championships 2011.

20th November - Ponds Forge, Sheffield
Due to the recent emergence of huge, deep pools of young hardworking swimmers here at Etwall Eagles we had looked forward to this day all year. 
I am delighted to report that the day proved to be far in excess of our highest expectations.

Beginning with the boys 50m breastroke.  Joel Muir set the tone with a superb new PB before Daniel Makepeace swept to victory and became our first County Champion of the day beating his 26 opponents by over a second in establishing a huge new club record.
Ben and Callum Freeman along with Sam Joyce also swam well to gain new LC PB’s.

Jasmine Cooper, Macey Jarvis, Beth Willetts, Katie Furzeman and Martha Airey all PB’d in the backstroke with Jasmine taking the bronze medal.
Adam Smedley performed surprisingly strongly in the 50m fly gaining a massive PB.

Miss Roworth, despite a niggling injury broke her own club record, narrowly missing a National Qualifying time in taking a bronze medal for the Open 200m backstroke.
Abbey Morley became our next bronze medal winner in the girls 9 year breastroke followed by Jasmine who this time took silver in the 10 year age group, whilst Martha and Maisie Airey, Lucy Benstead, Olivia Faulkner and Katie Furzeman all gained new LC PB’s.
Then the highlight of the day. Boys 9 year freestyle.

Not only did Joel Muir gain a new PB. Not only did Ben Freeman perform brilliantly to swim in the 38’s for 5th place. Not only did Dan Makepeace beat the race favourite to gain a silver medal, but little Toby Arnold, executing his father’s instructions to the letter, smashed his PB, and annihilated the great Harry Rowe’s club record, in storming to victory and becoming our second 9 year old County Champion of the day.
The boy’s efforts were well supported by an excellent 6th place for Sam Joyce in the 11YO and a new PB for Callum in the 12YO event.

Our 3rd County Champion followed quickly as the ever impressive Alex Bird, toyed with his rivals winning easily by a tenth of second in the 15YO backstroke.

The afternoon started well with good swims from Martha, Jasmine (another bronze) Beth and Katie, and superb efforts from Charlotte Hall and Lucy Benstead who both won their heats in posting big personal bests.
We were well represented in the boys fly, Dan gaining 5th place, whilst Joel cursed his mother on every stroke, as he found just how far 50 fly is in a big pool! Sam swam strongly, but Callum put in the most impressive effort, storming his heat to gain a 5 second LC PB.

Next pleasant surprise of the day was Mr Smedley, quite brilliant in the breastroke, big PB and a deserved bronze medal to show for all those long hard training sessions.

Alex, backing up his backstroke victory, took silver in the 15YO event.

Charlotte Smart then stunned the big crowd with an excellent LC PB in her 50 breastroke swim.

50m backstroke for boys followed and nothing could stop Dan Makepeace gaining a massive victory, by over a second, obviously a big PB and yet another Club record as he became  Etwalls’ 4th County Champion of the day.

Ben Freeman also swam well, whilst Joel’s early sparkle was beginning to fade.

Sam Joyce gained another hat in 5th place, whilst Callum swam well and gained a new LC PB.

The stellar performances weren’t over though as Miss Charlotte Hall, pulled out a stunner in the 9YO 50 fly knocking 7 seconds from her PB to win a County Hat for her wonderful 5th position. 2 more PB’s followed from Jasmine (4th place) and Macey Jarvis (4 big seconds off) in the 11YO event.
As the day came to an end, Alex took a further bronze in the 50 free, before Kathryn Roworth rounded off the day perfectly by becoming our 5th County Champion with a beautiful swim in the 13YO backstroke event.

Rarely does a day work out as well as you hoped. This one exceeded those hopes and with so many hardworking young swimmers now at the club, let us do everything we can to try and build on this wonderfully successful day for Etwall Eagles Swimming Club.

Thank you to all our swimmers, their parents for their support and Rachel and Rob for all their generous efforts on poolside.

See you all in 2012

