Diddy League Round 1 - Queens Street Derby

14th May 2011

May 14th arrived and finally the Etwall youngsters were unleashed from their intensive winter training camps to display their talents.

Daniel Makepeace, Toby Arnold, Ben Freeman, Martha Airey, Charlotte Hall, Abbey Morley, Kyle Smith and Lucy Benstead all made their competitive league debuts ., lining up with the wrinkled old timers, Cara Adams and Phoebe Williams.

Queens Street Derby was the venue as little Etwall and their vocal set of caring  parents and grandparents, took on the mighty metropolii of Long Eaton, Matlock and Derby.
The evening started slowly with two 4th placings from the old brigade before both Ben Freeman and Martha Airey stormed to victories in the 9 year old freestyle events.

This image was pretty much repeated throughout the night as the 9 year olds gained 10 victories and one second from their 11 events, cruelly being denied 2 of these victories by minor technical  issues such as starting 5 seconds early and deploying the wrong stroke. Such nasty judges, but the promise shown by Ben, Dan, Toby, Cameron Charlotte, Martha and Abbey really does fill the club with promise and shows that the club must be doing something very right with the youngsters.
Other highlights of the evening came mainly in the breastroke events where Tom Robotham, Bethan Hudson and Harry Bird (at last back his glorious best) produced tremendous personal bests to gain valuable points, although the swim of the evening award has to go to Chloe Holden whose sensational victory, style and time in the girls fly was a joy.
In the 10 year girls events Jasmine Cooper, fresh from her BBC Road Race victory in Manchester in the morning, returned to post 2 impressive victories backed up by relay victory with her good friends Macy Jarvis, Maisie Airey and Beth Willetts who also pulverised her opponents in the 50m backstroke event. 
Lucy Benstead another debutant, had the lifeguards scrambling for their lifebuoys as she disappeared for around 15 minutes whilst displaying her backstroke transition eventually to surface 5 metres behind the field, before closing rapidly to be pipped for the place positions.

Sam Joyce excelled in Free and Fly whilst Kyle Smith performed with great credit in his races gaining a 3rd in the 50 free whilst Relay veteran Errol Swift (keep working Errol, your time will come) stormed to a new Backstroke 25m club record in his opening leg to set up second place in the U11 relay anchored by the flying Will Darvill. Callum despite consistently scraping his back on the roof when diving, performed strongly whilst Zakk swam his heart out in the individual backstroke (achieving another club record) and relays.
Among the older girls, Rebecca Nelis, Phoebe Williams and Cara Adams performed to their usual high standards no matter what they were given to do consistently gaining vital points for the team.
At the end of the night despite an incessant run of late victories, culminating with a clear water victory in the final canon relay, Long Eaton A team proved un-catchable  and victory was theirs by 14 points with a yawning gap of 40 points back to the 3rd placed team.

All in all it was a hugely promising start to this prestigious league. The speed of the relay changes has clearly improved massively since last year not to mention the speed of the actual swimming. 
Any 8 year olds reading this, this is what you should be aiming for. 
Listen to your coaches, practise your technique, work hard and hopefully you to can gain selection next year to supplement the current crop of hugely promising swimmers and start bringing the good times back to your club. 

The next round of this event is on 26th June. Please keep your diaries clear to enable the club to field the strongest team possible and bring as many supporters as you can to cheer us on!
Well done everyone.

