Ickle People 2011

Sunday 12th June

A 24 strong team of Etwall youngsters full of verve and nerves, turned up at “sunny” Wolverhampton early Sunday morning.

The less experienced parents stood out in the rain for 30 minutes whilst the old hands, held clipboards aloft, and strode through the throng, confidently shouting “coach with swimmers coming through”. Unchallenged, Rob Freeman and I, turned up on poolside to claim prime spot by the starting blocks for the second year running. Third coach for the day, Rachel Joyce, decided to visit the delights of the entire Wolverhampton A-Z handbook, before arriving shoddily late, fuming and potty-mouthed, with a clearly disturbed child in tow. 

The team were blessed with the first time presence of Olivia Faulkner, Millie Glanville, Abbey Morley, Ben Freeman and Charlotte Hall of whom great things were expected.

Knowing she had a captive audience with the newcomers, Martha took on her favourite role as group leader to take them through a series of stretches (blocking the area behind the starting blocks), that she may or may not have been doing correctly. Either way it was a lovely comic scene and meant we started the day with a smile.

200m events to begin with. These are the events that find you out if you are happy to miss sessions and parts of sets whilst chatting in the shallow end, and there were not to many willing volunteers from the Etwall 24. Strong swims in particular from Dan, Callum, Jasmine, Natalie and Errol, whilst Sam understandably struggled to focus following his traumatic journey.
50 back for boys was next and Dan claimed his first medal and PB, whilst Matthew Adam and Ben Freeman also claimed PB’s. Callum produced his first really good swim of the day to claim Etwalls first gold in a super time, before the older Adam Smedders and James Whitfield both PB’d.

Girls 50 fly saw the debut from Charlotte Hall, who despite her dubious decision to have her ears as far out from her head as is physically possible, stormed home in 54.35. She was followed home by Macey Jarvis who produced the first of her many PB’s, whilst Billie Airey despite her advancing years debuted in a Fly event and shook up the world with her effort of 37.16. Dean please note this does not mean she can do 100 Fly in any galas, anywhere, ever! She told me to write that bit.
The 100 Fly passed by inevitably without Etwall participation. It’s a long way although Adam may have been ruing a missed opportunity for another 5 English pounds judging by the modest winning time.

100 Backstroke for girls, saw another great effort from Macey before Martha (clearly benefitting from intensive stretching) put in a super swim to break 1.40.00 for the first time, missing out on a medal by less than second. A medal shortly arrived though, and it was a big gold one in a velvet case for Cara Adam who demolished the 1.20.00 barrier with a great swim of 1.19.99.
Boys 100 breastroke was the event we were looking forward to and saw young Toby Arnold claim his first ever medal before 3 golds were claimed by Dan Makepeace with a brilliant time, then Callum Freeman and Adam Smedley (by 9 seconds he wishes me to add) who both gained PB’s and money once more.

50 breastroke for girls saw what was for me the most eye catching performance of the day. Young Millie Glanville, only with the club for 2 months and with a Pb of 64 seconds, plopped into the pool, but soon recovered, to storm well clear of her rivals to record a wonderful time of 54.88 seconds much to the astonishment of us all. Tragically denied a medal by just 5 hundreths of a second she will be winning soon. Her effort was followed by PB’s from Jasmine, Heather Malin and Maisie, cleverly shaving her PB by milliseconds again and Olivia Faulkner. Olivia showed minor inexperience by turning with one hand, then stopping to discuss this with me at the 25m mark, before re-starting and still clipping 2.5 seconds from her best time. Although DQ’d for her turn, she is making tremendous progress. Cara Adams showed the arena, diving and breastroke transition perfection before being pipped for honours whilst Hannah Berwick, returning to swim with Etwall after a year away, was not having a good day.
Boys 50 Free and time for Etwall to unleash our new stars. Matthew, Toby, and Dan all produced PB’s whilst Ben tired close home as Etwall filled 4 of the first 10 places in the 9 year category. Callum lost a bet with me (unpaid) whilst swimming in the 35’s again, whilst Errol PB’d  and Sam, clearly still upset at his mothers language, purposely dived just early to punish her. This, I can regretfully share with you, returned her vocabulary to it’s previous colourful level. 
James Whitfield beat Adam Smedley, but tragically none of them got any money from their parents.

The girls 100m freestyle completed the morning. Martha put in a fair first effort, Macey PB’d again as did Jasmine and Cara, whilst Billie surprised and pleased, by finally breaking 1.14 with a good swim of 1.12.37. Surprisingly no medals but Etwall finished the morning in a good 3rd place.
No visit to the park this year due to the nasty weather so the children all took the opportunity to prepare professionally for the afternoons swims by playing Zombie Mutant games on their I-pods and tweeting each other on Facebook or something like that. 

Matthew Adam’s dad, Nigel, played Frogger on his Atari!
The Aireys left the building due to dancing exams for us all, so some of the afternoon comments may be inaccurate/made up.

A fanfare of “trumpets and dancing bears”, heralded the arrival of Etwall reinforcements in the awesome shapes of Beth Willetts and Abbey Morley (debut girl)

Many of the other clubs simply collected their things and left at this stage as they knew that resistance was now futile.

Oh No 200’s again. Dan and Callum were the only 2 boys brave enough for the 200IM both PB’ing and gaining one medal before  Beth and Jasmine performed heroics, both dipping under 3 minutes for the first time.
50 Fly for boys proved similarly tough, Dan again put himself forward to get points for the club before Sam Joyce finally gained his first medal of the day, Callum, (producing another big PB) then Adam and James got further points, but no medals, in the older age group.

Girls 50 back. Always one of our stronger events. Willetts powered home to gold and a super time to win the 10 year old event. The new improved Macey Jarvis and Heather Malin also got PB’s before Cara Adam produced another tremendous time to win the 12 year event. 

Boys 100 back saw Dan bring home his first silver medal in a very good time followed by a tiring Benjamin Freeman. Callum took yet another silver with another PB whilst Sam won a second bronze and Errol gained more points for the club.

Girls 100 Fly. Just 3 brave souls for this one. Jasmine, as usual being flogged to exhaustion by her demanding mother, backed up by Natalie and Hannah in the older category all gaining points but no medals.
Back to the 50m events which is where our strengths lie with the 50m breastroke for boys. The Adam lad, Matthew, produces a great swim to pip Toby for 4th but all trail Dan who smashes his lifetime best to win the event in 50.20. Callum brings in yet another silver medal and vital points before Adam Smedley takes more gold to win the 13 year event easily.

The arena is starting to empty now, but it’s the first event of young Abbey Morleys competitive life in the 100m breastroke. Her parents can’t bear to watch and sit nervously, helplessly in the stands. Despite having missed Marthas’ invaluable stretching class, Abbey sails through the event, gaining a PB (and a club record perhaps) and a superb silver medal. A star is born. Cara also performs well again gaining yet another silver in her age group.
The last boys event is the 100 Free. Toby and Dan gain tremendous times to come in 4th and 3rd whilst youngest of the lot Ben Freeman, has clearly had enough at this stage, and wants his bed, now!
Final event is the 50m free for girls. Abbey and Charlotte swim strongly to get PB’s followed by Beth Willetts who finally gets the better of the exhausted but heroic Jasmine Cooper. Macey Jarvis not to be outdone produces yet another PB to round off a great day for her as does Heather Malin and Cara yet again.

At the end of the day we have finished up in 3rd position. It would have been almost impossible to finish higher as the 2 leading clubs had more than twice as many entrants as we did.
Callum managed to come second overall boy and both Cara and Jasmine finished highly in the girls section

More importantly it has been a hugely successful and enjoyable day for all at the club full to the brim with personal bests, medals and even club records.

The children will have learnt a lot from their experiences, will have taken away many thoughts to develop and have critically become even tighter as a team.

Thanks for all your support.

See you all in Sheffield for the next one.

