Matlock Novice Gala 

24th September 2011

So we arrived at Matlock’s allegedly fabulous new venue.

I had been told that it was spectacular.

It was!

Set into the hillside with views across the Peak District towards Carsington reservoir,  Hadrians Wall and the Tissington Trail, one had to agree that maybe just maybe, the beauty of our very own Etwall setting had been surpassed. Even the parking, way above the leisure centre was free, with just one small drawback. A 2 mile fell run down to the pool and back to claim the free parking ticket was required. Fortunately I have a very fit wife who, having overcome the effects of flu that afternoon, was more than happy to help out in these austere times and scampered up and down the cliff in order to save the family 3 valuable English pounds.
Inside the venue, we continued to admire. High level banked seating, a teaching pool, touch pad timing systems and large screen. A huge improvement to anyone who had been going to the Lido these past 100 years.

I had told everyone to be there on time and was delighted that I was virtually last to arrive. 

We unfurled the Etwall banners, and set to work putting names to the new faces. It was also important to reassure the nervous ones, Hannah, Joel, Sam and Mya, whilst trying to calm down the less nervous ones, Erin, Pippa, The Carlton-Greaves’s and the Fergusons’.

The only disappointment to the night was the annoying predictable decision to abandon the speeding tickets after the first few races, as Etwall, playing by the rules as ever, were the only team collecting points.

Forced to take action to calm down potential trouble from the Etwall parents, led predictably by perennial troublemaker, Sally Redgate, (egged on by Janet Jarvis) I made a robust protest, threatening to march our athletes from the arena. This left the Matlock officials in a rather delicate situation. By changing the rules mid event, they now embarrassingly found themselves as clear winners rather than coming in a distance last.

Conveniently at the end of the evening they announced that they would not be issuing the results and would instead send them by letter to each club, once they had been calculated with and without Speeding tickets. 

Sally though was still clearly not happy and was last seen being dragged up the steep bank back to the car, screaming “let me at the bu**ers”, by her long-suffering, loyal and tolerant partner, Nigel.  
There was also some swimming.

Nobody wants a rundown of 55 races so I list below the most eyecatching efforts of the evening.
Sam Houghton may not be the biggest, but was superb, recording PB’s in the Freestyle (4 seconds) breastroke (3.5 s) and backstroke.

Mya Watt and Scarlett Swift (7year olds) held their own impressively in the 10 year old freestyle. 2 stars of the future scoring 3 PB’s between them
Harry Gopsill’s freestyle was a revelation knocking an amazing 3.5 secs off his PB breaking 40 secs for the first time.
Errol Swift’s last leg of the relay (4th to 1st)  raised the roof, whilst he also took 3 seconds off his best fly time.
Lucy Fullagar showed huge improvement both in time and technique, reducing her freestyle PB by an amazing 4.25 seconds whilst taking 2 secs off her backstroke.

Georgia Orton went one further in actually recording 3 personal bests including 3 seconds from her breastroke.
Maddy Ferguson produced a tremendous 50m of breastroke, reducing her best time by 4.5 seconds whilst Jimmy Ferguson took 2 secs off his backstroke and swam terrifically against boys 3 year older in his breastroke.
Heather Malin  after a long and tiring event produced a super freestyle PB in one of the last events of the night.

Erin Egerton continues to get better and was brilliant in both the freestyle relay and the 50m fly recording 2sec and 5 second PB’s respectively.
Pippa Oldacre continues to get better and made big improvements with 3.5 and 3 second PB’s in her  backstroke and fly events.
Katie Martin took 3 secs from her breastroke time and Hannah Mitcheson swam very well to get a best time in freestyle.
Sophie Carlton Greaves somehow took 6.5 seconds off her breastroke time whilst twin brother Henry also recorded a PB in his freestyle and was a ball of energy throughout.

Maisie Airey flew down the second length to grab victory in her backstroke event whilst Macey Jarvis and all the 11 year olds swam strongly in the relay events.

Mitchell Kemish knocked 2 secs off his breastroke PB whilst Tom Barnes showed great technical improvement in his breastroke event.

Cameron Barcz took 4 big seconds from his 50 fly time, whilst Thomas Wood improved his 50 back by 2 secs.
Mitchell Adams, impressively won his backstroke event and took half a second from his Free PB, whilst Joel Muir claimed 3 PB’s in his 3 events to confirm his improvement.

All in all we gained 38 personal bests in the 55 events.

Please check your times on the website shortly and claim any new speed badges that you may have won.

Many thanks go to Nigel and Richard for sorting the warm-up and timekeeping. To Leonard for splendid judging. To Nicola and David for re-assuring the children at the start and to my little Martha who did a brilliant job in getting all the children to the start in good time, leaving me with absolutely nothing to do but lodge complaints.

The behaviour of the children was genuinely exemplary, with  smoking and swearing at a bare minimum.

The chanting “ Lets go Etwall, go Sam!!(or Tom or Maisie)” was the best I have ever heard from an Etwall team, and everyone joined in. Keep this up!
No kids brought games or Ipods to poolside which meant they mixed more and there was no litter left by anyone at the end.

One area where we can improve is the rush to get changed once the kids have swam their last event, often encouraged by the parents. This was again the case, although many did return to cheer on the rest of the team for the final events. Hopefully more will stay on to encourage their team-mates next time.
Finally and very importantly, at the end of the gala, a large number of the kids actually came and thanked me. I don’t mean just mumbled “thanks”, but actually got my attention, looked me in the eye and said thank you. I was most impressed. I am only there because I want to be, so thanks are not required, but those who made the effort, know who they are and are a credit to themselves and their parents.

Well done everyone.

Hope you all enjoyed your time and will work harder and harder to get picked every time from now on.
